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SUBJECT: UAW PRESIDENT'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER ON 
THE ILO 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JULY 28 LETTER FROM UAW PRESIDENT 
DOUGLAS A. FRASER TO PRESIDENT CARTER. UAW RELEASED 
TEXT TO PRESS AUGUST 3. BEGIN TEXT. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

I HAVE FOLLOWED CLOSELY FOR SEVERAL YEARS THE DEBATE 
OVER THE CONTINUED PARTICIPATION OF THE UNITED STATES 
IN THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION (ILO). 

BECAUSE YOU WILL SOON BE MAKING A DECISION ON THIS 
CRUCIAL ISSUE, I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE YOU AWARE OF MY 
POSITION. 

LIKE MANY OTHER AMERICAN TRADE UNIONS, THE UAW HAS 
BEEN PROUD THAT THE ILO WAS CREATED, IN LARGE PART, 

AT THE URGING OF THE LABOR MOVEMENT. IT WAS AND IS 
A UNIQUE TRIPARTITE WORLD ORGANIZATION IN WHICH 
WORKERS HAVE AN EQUAL VOICE WITH GOVERNMENT AND 
MANAGEMENT. ALTHOUGH WE LIVE TODAY IN A MUCH DIFFERENT 
WORLD THAN EXISTED IN 1919 WHEN THE ILO'S CHARTER WAS 

ESTABLISHED, ITS GOAL OF PROMOTING THE WELL-BEING OF 
WORKING PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD REMAINS VALID 
TODAY. 
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AS PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, YOU HAVE MADE IT 
CLEAR THAT HUMAN RIGHTS IS A CORNERSTONE OF OUR 
NATION'S FOREIGN POLICY. I BELIEVE THAT THE ILO 
HAS A SIGNIFICANT ROLE TO PLAY IN THE STRUGGLE OF 
WORKERS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS ACROSS THE WORLD. IF THE 
UNITED STATES WITHDRAWS FROM THE ONE INTERNATIONAL 
AGENCY WHICH HAS PLAYED SUCH A CENTRAL ROLE IN 
PROMOTING HUMAN RIGHTS FOR WORKERS, OUR HOPE OF 
IMPROVING THE LIVES OF MANY WILL GREATLY DIMINISH. 

I HAVE BEEN DISTRESSED BY THE INCREASED DRIFT TOWARD 
UNCONSTRUCTIVE POLITICIZATION OF THE ILO AND SHARE 
THE BELIEF OF MANY TRADE UNIONISTS THAT ITS GREATEST 
CONTRIBUTION MUST BE IN PROVIDING TECHNICAL AND DEVELOP- 
MENTAL ASSISTANCE TO WORKING PEOPLE PARTICULARLY IN 
DEVELOPING NATIONS. THE ILO CANNOT AND SHOULD NOT 
BE THE FORUM FOR RESOLVING BROAD, COMPLEX FOREIGN 
POLICY ISSUES CONFRONTING MEMBER STATES. IF THE 
ILO IS TO ACHIEVE ITS OBJECTIVES, IT WILL BE 
ESSENTIAL THAT NON-COMMUNIST INDUSTRIAL NATIONS 
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AND THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES SUPPORT EFFORTS TO LIMIT 
THE TREND TOWARD PURELY POLITICALLY MOTIVATED 
RESOLUTIONS. 

MY HOPE IS THAT THE U.S. WILL REMAIN AN ACTIVE 
PARTICIPANT IN THE ILO AND WILL PRESS VIGOROUSLY 
WITHIN THAT FORUM FOR THE HUMAN RIGHTS PRINCIPLES 
YOU HAVE SO ARTICULATELY PRESENTED AS PRESIDENT. 

IT IS NOT CLEAR TO ME THAT OUR GOALS CAN. IN ANY 
WAY, BE FURTHERED BY WITHDRAWAL. IN FACT, WITHDRAWAL 
WILL PROVIDE THOSE WITH WHOM WE STRONGLY DISAGREE 
AN UNOBSTRUCTED PATH DOWN WHICH THEY WILL CARRY 
THEIR EFFORT TO EXPAND THEIR INFLUENCE, PARTICULARLY 
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. IN ADDITION, I BELIEVE 
WITHDRAWAL WILL HARM MANY MEMBER NATIONS WHICH HAVE 
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SUPPORTED OUR POSITIONS, BOTH ON SPECIFIC AND 
GENERAL ILO ISSUES. 

THE UAW HAS ALWAYS BEEN A FRIEND OF ISRAEL, A NATION 
WITH A STRONG, DEMOCRATIC TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. WE 
HAVE DEPLORED THE CONDEMNATION BY THE ILO OF ISRAEL 
WITHOUT EVEN AN EFFORT TO IMPARTIALLY INVESTIGATE 
THE CHARGES AS REQUIRED UNDER ESTABLISHED ILO PROCEDURES. 
YET NEITHER THAT DEVELOPMENT NOR THE SEATING OF 
PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION OBSERVERS RESULTED 

IN A DECISION BY ISRAEL TO WITHDRAW. NOR HAVE ANY 
OTHER WESTERN DEMOCRACIES WHICH SHARED THE U.S. 

POSITION ON THESE AND OTHER ILO ISSUES CHOSEN TO 
WITHDRAW. 

IN ADDITION, I AM CONCERNED THAT U.S. WITHDRAWAL FROM 
THE ILO COULD CREATE PRE-CONDITIONS FOR THE 
UNRAVELLING OF OUR INVOLVEMENT IN OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
FORUMS THAT CAN AND SHOULD MOVE US CLOSER TO THE 
GOAL OF WORLD PEACE. THAT GOAL CAN BEST BE ACHIEVED 
BY IMPROVING AND STRENGTHENING THESE FORUMS RATHER 
THAN ABANDONING THEM TO COUNTRIES WITH WHICH WE 
DISAGREE. 

I HOPE YOU SHARE MY BELIEF THAT THE CONCESSIONS WHICH 
WE SEEK IN ORDER TO HAVE THE ILO PROPERLY LIVE UP TO 
ITS PROMISE CAN BEST BE ACHIEVED FROM WITHIN THE 
ORGANIZATION. I WOULD BE HAPPY TO DISCUSS THIS 
MATTER WITH YOU FURTHER SHOULD YOU WISH AND APPRECIATE 
GREATLY THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS MY VIEWS TO YOU 
ON THIS CRUCIAL SUBJECT. RESPECTFULLY, 

DOUGLAS A. FRASER, PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL UNION, 
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UAW. END TEXT. 
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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JULY 28 LETTER FROM UAW PRESIDENT 
DOUGLAS A. FRASER TO PRESIDENT CARTER. UAW RELEASED 
TEXT TO PRESS AUGUST 3. BEGIN TEXT. 
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DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

I HAVE FOLLOWED CLOSELY FOR SEVERAL YEARS THE DEBATE 
OVER THE CONTINUED PARTICIPATION OF THE UNITED STATES 
IN THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION (ILO). 

BECAUSE YOU WILL SOON BE MAKING A DECISION ON THIS 
CRUCIAL ISSUE, I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE YOU AWARE OF MY 
POSITION. 

LIKE MANY OTHER AMERICAN TRADE UNIONS, THE UAW HAS 
BEEN PROUD THAT THE ILO WAS CREATED, IN LARGE PART, 

AT THE URGING OF THE LABOR MOVEMENT. IT WAS AND IS 
A UNIQUE TRIPARTITE WORLD ORGANIZATION IN WHICH 
WORKERS HAVE AN EQUAL VOICE WITH GOVERNMENT AND 
MANAGEMENT. ALTHOUGH WE LIVE TODAY IN A MUCH DIFFERENT 
WORLD THAN EXISTED IN 1919 WHEN THE ILO'S CHARTER WAS 

ESTABLISHED, ITS GOAL OF PROMOTING THE WELL-BEING OF 
WORKING PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD REMAINS VALID 
TODAY. 

AS PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, YOU HAVE MADE IT 
CLEAR THAT HUMAN RIGHTS IS A CORNERSTONE OF OUR 
NATION'S FOREIGN POLICY. I BELIEVE THAT THE ILO 
HAS A SIGNIFICANT ROLE TO PLAY IN THE STRUGGLE OF 
WORKERS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS ACROSS THE WORLD. IF THE 
UNITED STATES WITHDRAWS FROM THE ONE INTERNATIONAL 
AGENCY WHICH HAS PLAYED SUCH A CENTRAL ROLE IN 
PROMOTING HUMAN RIGHTS FOR WORKERS, OUR HOPE OF 
IMPROVING THE LIVES OF MANY WILL GREATLY DIMINISH. 

I HAVE BEEN DISTRESSED BY THE INCREASED DRIFT TOWARD 
UNCONSTRUCTIVE POLITICIZATION OF THE ILO AND SHARE 
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THE BELIEF OF MANY TRADE UNIONISTS THAT ITS GREATEST 
CONTRIBUTION MUST BE IN PROVIDING TECHNICAL AND DEVELOP- 
MENTAL ASSISTANCE TO WORKING PEOPLE PARTICULARLY IN 
DEVELOPING NATIONS. THE ILO CANNOT AND SHOULD NOT 
BE THE FORUM FOR RESOLVING BROAD, COMPLEX FOREIGN 
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POLICY ISSUES CONFRONTING MEMBER STATES. IF THE 
ILO IS TO ACHIEVE ITS OBJECTIVES, IT WILL BE 
ESSENTIAL THAT NON-COMMUNIST INDUSTRIAL NATIONS 
AND THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES SUPPORT EFFORTS TO LIMIT 
THE TREND TOWARD PURELY POLITICALLY MOTIVATED 
RESOLUTIONS. 

MY HOPE IS THAT THE U.S. WILL REMAIN AN ACTIVE 
PARTICIPANT IN THE ILO AND WILL PRESS VIGOROUSLY 
WITHIN THAT FORUM FOR THE HUMAN RIGHTS PRINCIPLES 
YOU HAVE SO ARTICULATELY PRESENTED AS PRESIDENT. 

IT IS NOT CLEAR TO ME THAT OUR GOALS CAN, IN ANY 
WAY, BE FURTHERED BY WITHDRAWAL. IN FACT, WITHDRAWAL 
WILL PROVIDE THOSE WITH WHOM WE STRONGLY DISAGREE 
AN UNOBSTRUCTED PATH DOWN WHICH THEY WILL CARRY 
THEIR EFFORT TO EXPAND THEIR INFLUENCE, PARTICULARLY 
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. IN ADDITION, I BELIEVE 
WITHDRAWAL WILL HARM MANY MEMBER NATIONS WHICH HAVE 
SUPPORTED OUR POSITIONS, BOTH ON SPECIFIC AND 
GENERAL ILO ISSUES. 

THE UAW HAS ALWAYS BEEN A FRIEND OF ISRAEL, A NATION 
WITH A STRONG, DEMOCRATIC TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. WE 
HAVE DEPLORED THE CONDEMNATION BY THE ILO OF ISRAEL 
WITHOUT EVEN AN EFFORT TO IMPARTIALLY INVESTIGATE 
THE CHARGES AS REQUIRED UNDER ESTABLISHED ILO PROCEDURES. 

YET NEITHER THAT DEVELOPMENT NOR THE SEATING OF 
PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION OBSERVERS RESULTED 

IN A DECISION BY ISRAEL TO WITHDRAW. NOR HAVE ANY 
OTHER WESTERN DEMOCRACIES WHICH SHARED THE U.S. 
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POSITION ON THESE AND OTHER ILO ISSUES CHOSEN TO 
WITHDRAW. 

IN ADDITION, I AM CONCERNED THAT U.S. WITHDRAWAL FROM 
THE ILO COULD CREATE PRE-CONDITIONS FOR THE 
UNRAVELLING OF OUR INVOLVEMENT IN OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
FORUMS THAT CAN AND SHOULD MOVE US CLOSER TO THE 
GOAL OF WORLD PEACE. THAT GOAL CAN BEST BE ACHIEVED 
BY IMPROVING AND STRENGTHENING THESE FORUMS RATHER 
THAN ABANDONING THEM TO COUNTRIES WITH WHICH WE 
DISAGREE. 

I HOPE YOU SHARE MY BELIEF THAT THE CONCESSIONS WHICH 
WE SEEK IN ORDER TO HAVE THE ILO PROPERLY LIVE UP TO 
ITS PROMISE CAN BEST BE ACHIEVED FROM WITHIN THE 
ORGANIZATION. I WOULD BE HAPPY TO DISCUSS THIS 
MATTER WITH YOU FURTHER SHOULD YOU WISH AND APPRECIATE 
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GREATLY THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS MY VIEWS TO YOU 
ON THIS CRUCIAL SUBJECT. RESPECTFULLY, 

DOUGLAS A. FRASER, PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL UNION, 
UAW. END TEXT. 
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